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Prior to and since its original presentation to the Public Works and Planning Committee on April 20, 

many comments have been received on the proposed demolition ordinance that was advanced to the 

committee by the Historic Preservation Commission.  City Staff have also done extensive research on 

what other communities with strong historic preservations ordinances have enacted and presented this 

information at a special work session of the City Council.  The general conclusion by staff is that the 

proposed ordinance differs substantially from what other communities have enacted and that many valid 

concerns on the details of the proposal have been voiced by members of the community and professional 

organizations that operate within Jefferson City.   

 

Staff research on the topic also seems to indicate that Jefferson City has a weak process in place for 

review of demolition proposals as they relate to old or historic structures when compared to other 

communities.  It is very apparent, given the research findings and the large number of comments 

received in favor of the demolition ordinance, that establishment of a stronger form of regulations is 

appropriate.  The staff preference on moving forward with the establishment of a historic 

preservation/demolition ordinance is to draft a new ordinance, based on the public comments that have 

been received, the recommendations of the Historic Preservation Commission, and the research findings 

of what other communities have in place. 

 

The research shows that a tiered approach may be the best: 

 

- For structures 50 to 100 years old in all of the City of Jefferson, keep a general review process 

very similar to what is currently in place - a process that is advisory in nature doesn’t allow for 

demolition proposals to be denied, but typically involves waiting periods so that other options 

can be explored.  

 

- For structures 100 years old or older, define a process whereby the Historic Preservation 

Commission may recommend denial of the demolition permit.  Upon denial recommendation, 

the demolition permit applicant may appeal to the City Council for reversal of the Historic 

Preservation Commission’s decision.  The review process should be based on the findings of 

facts and the activities related to the review process should directly support the findings process. 
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- For structures 50 years old or older in locally designated historic districts, define a process 

whereby the Historic Preservation Commission may recommend denial of the demolition 

permit.  Upon denial recommendation, the demolition permit applicant may appeal to the City 

Council for reversal of the Historic Preservation Commission’s decision.  The review process 

should be based on the findings of facts and the activities related to the review process should 

directly support the findings process.   (Due to due process concerns, National Registered 

Listings, National Registered Historic Districts, and Locally Designated Landmark properties 

should not be used as a basis for denial, but may be used as a supporting documentation in the 

establishment of local historic districts).   

 

A fair amount of research would need to be conducted by staff prior to preparing such an ordinance.   

The formation of a strong basis for the regulation of historic resources is complex.  Such regulations are 

typically tied to districts that have been studied and found to be historic.  Review of the existing City 

Code as it relates to establishment of local historic districts would likely be one component of a new 

ordinance, as would a renewed effort by the Historic Preservation Commission on establishing new local 

historic districts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


